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One Year Since January 6
Looking Back on the 2020 Election, the Most Secure in U.S. History

It's been over 425 days since the 2020 presidential election, the most secure, transparent, and verified
election in U.S. history. And despite well-funded efforts to try to delegitimize the election, over a year
later, nobody has produced—or been able to manufacture—any evidence that the outcome of the
election was marred by fraud. The 2020 election was the greatest success story in the history of
American democracy. In the middle of a global pandemic, election officials of both parties rose to the
occasion and conducted the highest turnout election in history. Despite that success, American
democracy is under unprecedented attack.

The 2020 Election Was...

1) SECURE

The 2020 election was the most secure in U.S. history, according to experts, officials, and key
organizations.

“There is no foreign power that is flipping votes. There's no domestic actor flipping votes.... We did it
right. This was a secure election.”—Chris Krebs, former director of DHS's Cybersecurity and
Infrastructure Security Agency. Krebs was fired by former President Trump.

“...[W]e have not seen fraud on a scale that could have effected a different outcome in the election.”"—

Attorney General Bill Barr told AP News on Dec. 1, 2020. Shortly after, on Dec. 15, he resigned.

“We did not find evidence of fraud that could have changed the outcome of the election."—FBI
Director Christopher Wray testified to Congress in June 2021. Former President Trump likely would
have fired Wray, if the White House counsel’s office hadn't warned against doing so.

2) VERIFIED

In 2016, fewer than 80% of ballots were cast on auditable paper. In 2020, that number increased to
95%, including nearly all ballots cast in every presidential battleground state. Georgia, Pennsylvania,

South Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia were among the states that transitioned to statewide use of
ballots with a paper trail by 2020.

3) FAIR & TRANSPARENT

The rules for the election were set transparently months before the election, even when the pandemic
required some accommodations for voter safety. Where campaigns disagreed with those rules, some
were challenged (with wins and losses for both sides), while other rules were left unchallenged. In
every case, both campaigns knew the rules well before the election, and the Rule of Law carried the
day. Similarly, the losing candidate chose not to request a statewide recount in states he lost, though
he had a legal right to ask for such a recount in states like Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin.

Business Insider (Feb. 22, 2021): after the NBC News (Nov. 18, 2021): despite having the right
2020 election, the losing candidate filed more | and the resources to request a statewide auditin
than 40 lawsuits challenging the results. Over | Wisconsin, former President Trump instead

80 judges—many appointed by former requested recounts in only two heavily Democratic
President Trump—reviewed the evidence and | areas. His goal was to invalidate absentee ballots
unanimously found that the former president | based on rules and practices established well

lost. before the election.



https://www.cbsnews.com/news/election-results-security-chris-krebs-60-minutes-2020-11-29/
https://apnews.com/article/barr-no-widespread-election-fraud-b1f1488796c9a98c4b1a9061a6c7f49d
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/jun/10/capitol-attack-fbi-christopher-wray-congress
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/justice-department/white-house-counsel-s-office-warned-trump-not-fire-chris-n1250956
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/justice-department/white-house-counsel-s-office-warned-trump-not-fire-chris-n1250956
https://www.businessinsider.com/trump-campaign-lawsuits-election-results-2020-11
https://www.businessinsider.com/trump-campaign-lawsuits-election-results-2020-11
https://www.businessinsider.com/trump-campaign-lawsuits-election-results-2020-11
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2020-election/trump-campaign-request-costly-partial-recount-wisconsin-n1248117
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2020-election/trump-campaign-request-costly-partial-recount-wisconsin-n1248117
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2020-election/trump-campaign-request-costly-partial-recount-wisconsin-n1248117
https://apnews.com/article/election-2020-joe-biden-donald-trump-wisconsin-elections-ad67c9bf6e88f341964c9953281aa182
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4) AUDITED

More states than ever before (43 plus DC) conducted post-election tabulation audits. Two pivotal swing
states—Georgia and Michigan—were among the states that began auditing in 2020.

States with Post Election Tabulation Audits
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Source: Election Assistance Commission

5) SCRUTINIZED
The 2020 election was one of the most scrutinized elections of all time. Even though the outcome was
repeatedly confirmed under the law, several states have engaged in unnecessary and wasteful reviews
of the election. All legitimate audits have pointed to one thing: a well-run election with no widespread
fraud. Even the partisan reviews in states like Arizona, Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin, some of
which continue more than a year after the election, have failed to find any problems that could have
affected the outcome. In most cases, the legislators urging these partisan reviews were elected on the
very same ballots about which they are raising doubts.

NY Times (Nov. 6, 2021): zero states | AP News (Dec. 14, 2021): there were fewer than 475
reported suspected illegal voting potential cases of voter fraud in the six battleground
sufficient to impact outcome states disputed by former President Trump.
Wisconsin: the main partisan review continues despite recent reports from the conservative
Wisconsin Institute for Law & Library and the state’s Legislative Audit Bureau finding no
fraud.

The Takeaway? Everyone Should Trust the Outcome of the 2020 Election



https://www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/bestpractices/Election_Audits_Across_the_United_States.pdf
https://apnews.com/article/donald-trump-elections-arizona-phoenix-conspiracy-theories-d38321441bcd6cea58421f6871b4f74e
https://www.detroitnews.com/in-depth/news/michigan/michiganians-of-year/2021/10/29/senator-ed-mcbroom-michiganian-of-the-year/5933007001/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/pennsylvania-republicans-kick-start-2020-election-review-with-hearing-2021-09-09/
https://madison.com/wsj/news/local/govt-and-politics/despite-multiple-reviews-robin-vos-says-well-never-know-how-much-voter-fraud-occurred/article_d827071f-70b7-5f37-af07-425e207d6a6f.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/10/us/politics/voting-fraud.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/10/us/politics/voting-fraud.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/10/us/politics/voting-fraud.html
https://apnews.com/article/voter-fraud-election-2020-joe-biden-donald-trump-7fcb6f134e528fee8237c7601db3328f
https://apnews.com/article/voter-fraud-election-2020-joe-biden-donald-trump-7fcb6f134e528fee8237c7601db3328f
https://apnews.com/article/voter-fraud-election-2020-joe-biden-donald-trump-7fcb6f134e528fee8237c7601db3328f
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2021/12/08/will-unveils-its-own-report-on-2020-elections-finds-no-fraud-but-attacks-election-administration/
https://pbswisconsin.org/news-item/legislative-audit-bureau-releases-2020-election-review/
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The Consequences of Election Denial

The January 6 Insurrection

Those involved are responsible for more than | Over 725 insurrectionists have been
1,000 assaults on police arrested and charged as of Dec. 30, 2021

Threats & Harassment Toward Election Officials

Despite successfully administering a transparent and verified election (with record turnout in the
middle of a pandemic), election officials of both parties, across the nation, have received hundreds—if
not thousands—of threats to themselves, their staff, and their families. Before 2020, such actions were
virtually nonexistent. These threats are so pervasive that CEIR partnered with Bob Bauer and Ben
Ginsberg to form the Election Official Legal Defense Network, to ensure that election workers can
receive pro bono advice and legal protection from licensed attorneys.

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (Dec. 10, Reuters (Sept. 8, 2021): journalists

2021): Bob Bauer and Ben Ginsberg speak uncovered more than 100 threats to election
out against the latest high-profile case of workers and officials, but only four arrests
intimidation, this time in Wisconsin. and no convictions.

Seeing Conspiracies & Assuming the Worst

A recent CEIR poll Which of the following do you think will continue to be a problem
showed a during the 2022 midterm elections?
majority Of GOP Illegitimate votes from false or deceased persons _ 61%
and Tru mp voters Duplicate votes or individuals voting multiple times _ 55%
continue to Election officials intentionally miscounting votes _ 46%
believe both . . . .
Voting machines or computers miscounting votes _ 43%

voter and

. Election officials accidentally miscounting votes _ 36%
election fraud
were a problem Foreign Interference _ 28%
in 2020 and W||| Voter suppression of minorities - 16%
continue to be a None of these - 16%

problem in 2022.

Among GOP and Trump voters

Harmful & Unnecessary New Laws

Despite the success of 2020 and zero evidence of malfeasance, several state legislatures are
succumbing to the Big Lie, passing laws that increase the chance for confusion, corruption, and chaos
in the casting, counting, and certification of votes, and criminalizing the conduct of professional
election administrators.

Florida: election officials now can be fined up | Texas: partisan poll watchers have been

to $25,000 for violating rules pertaining to empowered, and itis now a felony for

ballot drop boxes. election officials to mail out unsolicited
applications to vote by mail.



https://www.politico.com/news/2021/09/01/prosecutors-jan-6-police-assaults-508720
https://www.justice.gov/usao-dc/one-year-jan-6-attack-capitol
https://graphics.reuters.com/USA-ELECTION/THREATS/mopanwmlkva/
https://graphics.reuters.com/USA-ELECTION/THREATS/mopanwmlkva/
https://www.vox.com/22774745/death-threats-election-workers-public-health-school
https://www.vox.com/22774745/death-threats-election-workers-public-health-school
https://eoldn.org/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/opinion/2021/12/10/intimidation-wisconsin-election-officials-corrodes-democracy/6452887001/
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/usa-election-threats-law-enforcement/
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/usa-election-threats-law-enforcement/
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/usa-election-threats-law-enforcement/
https://electioninnovation.org/research/nov-2021-election-integrity-survey/
https://apnews.com/article/donald-trump-laws-elections-voting-health-4cb9244c381f1031c9ce20610c79a931
https://apnews.com/article/donald-trump-laws-elections-voting-health-4cb9244c381f1031c9ce20610c79a931
https://apnews.com/article/health-texas-voting-coronavirus-pandemic-voting-rights-adeea8570592740b202f9d2bab6e0622
https://apnews.com/article/health-texas-voting-coronavirus-pandemic-voting-rights-adeea8570592740b202f9d2bab6e0622
https://apnews.com/article/health-texas-voting-coronavirus-pandemic-voting-rights-adeea8570592740b202f9d2bab6e0622
https://apnews.com/article/health-texas-voting-coronavirus-pandemic-voting-rights-adeea8570592740b202f9d2bab6e0622
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